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It is therefore inaccurate to twist a justified struggle
against a certain sort of * Intellectualism * into a fight
against the intellect itself. The historical truth is that
the necessity of a fundamental change had been realised
and promoted even by those who shied away from a
'turnover through a mass party movement. Therefore
the claim to a revolutionary or national monopoly by any
one group seems to me to be quite exaggerated, apart
from the fact that such a claim disturbs the new com-
munity.
At Breslau on i7th March 1933 I pointed out that in
the post-war years a sort of Conservative revolutionary
movement developed in Germany which was distinguished
from National Socialism in essence only by its tactics.
After the German revolution and its fateful consequences
the new conservatism consistently repudiated any further
democratisation and believed that the pluralistic forces
might be eliminated from above.
National Socialism, on the other hand, first of all
followed the methods of democracy to the end, to face at
last the difficult question of how its ideas of unconditional
leadership, absolute authority, the principle of aristocratic
selection and the organic orderings of the nation could
be effected. History has endorsed the soundness of the
National Socialist tactics ; it was this recognition that
induced the Conservative, statesmen in the decisive hours
<*f early 1933 to form an alliance with the National
Socialist movement.
This complex of facts must be emphasised when zealous
and occasionally all too youthful revolutionaries attempt
to dispose, with the catchword * reactionary % of even
those who assumed the tasks imposed upon them by the
development of the revolution in full recognition of its
nature.
For the real politician only three fundamental stand-
points are possible : he may fail to recognise the neces-
sities of his period and may fail in consequence ; he may
oppose the current drift and thus succumb ; but he may
also make himself the champion of inexorable duty and
thus fulfil the command of history.
Whoever has taken this last standpoint is above empty